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ABSTRACT 
 

Juveniles are those who are below the age of 18 or also termed as minors. Those criminal offenders who are minor, are termed 

as a juvenile. As juveniles are considered to be of light age and tender in nature and that they can be rehabilitated if given a 

chance and hence sections of Indian Penal Code and Criminal Procedure Code does not apply on them. For the rehabilitation 

of such juveniles are given punishment according to the gravity of the crime committed and their mental element. In this 

paper, various factors affecting, types and causes behind juvenile delinquency have been discussed. Among various types of 

juvenile delinquency, there are minor violations, major violations, property violations, bodily harm addiction etc. Various acts 

as per the juveniles have been commenced which played an important role in juvenile justice. These acts are- Juvenile Justice 

Act, 1986, JJ Act, 2000, JJ Act, 2001, JJ Act, 2014, JJ Act, 2015. These acts have been enforced for the protection of juveniles 

and also for deciding their sentence accordingly, keeping in mind their age and gravity of the crime committed by them. 

 

Keywords— Criminal offenders, Juvenile, Juvenile delinquency, Juvenile laws, Minors  

1. INTRODUCTION 
This research paper is all about juvenile delinquency and laws related to juveniles in India. The researcher has discussed the 

concept of juveniles and juvenile delinquency along with the foremost causes of juvenile delinquency and various provisions 

made for the trial of such criminal offenders. The researcher has also mentioned the present juvenile laws, juvenile justice acts and 

the history of the following. The implication of these laws in society and provisions for rehabilitation of such juvenile delinquents 

has been explained in here as well. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The researcher collected the established facts and went through some online and offline resources. Then finally after coming to an 

understanding researcher has unified its view in this article. 

 

3. OBJECTIVE 
The objective of this research is to find out the reasons of increasing juvenile delinquency and its implications on society. The 

researcher also aimed at the study of prevailing and existing laws regarding juveniles (minor criminal offenders). 

  

4. JUVENILE 
Adolescent means a man who is exceptionally youthful, youngster, pre-adult or underage. As it were, adolescent means kids who 

are not yet achieved the period of grown-ups and they are puerile or youthful.  

 

Lawfully it is said that an adolescent can be characterized as a tyke who has not achieved a specific age at which he can be held at 

risk for his criminal demonstrations like a grown-up individual under the law of the nation. In the terms of the law, an adolescent 

is a man who has not accomplished the age of eighteen years. It has a legitimate essentialness. According to the Juvenile Justice 

Act, 2000. The adolescent will not be dealt with as a grown-up despite the fact that he/she is engaged with any criminal represents 

the reason for preliminary and discipline in the courtroom. 

 

5. JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
Adolescent misconduct, otherwise called "adolescent culpable", is support in illicit conduct by minors (adolescents, i.e. people 

more youthful than the statutory time of majority). Most legitimate frameworks endorse particular strategies for managing 

adolescents, for example, adolescent detainment focuses, and courts. An adolescent reprobate in the United States is a man who is 

normally underneath 18 (17 in Georgia, New York, Michigan, Missouri, North Carolina, New Hampshire, Texas, and Wisconsin) 

years old and perpetrates a demonstration that generally would have been charged as a wrongdoing in the event that they were a 

grown-up. Contingent upon the sort and seriousness of the offense submitted, it is workable for individuals under 18 to be charged 

and regarded as grown-ups.  
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In late years[vague] a higher extent of youth have encountered captures by their mid-20s than previously, albeit a few researchers 

have finished up this may reflect more forceful criminal equity and zero-resilience arrangements as opposed to changes in youth 

behavior. Juvenile violations can run from status offenses, (for example, underage smoking), to property wrongdoings and rough 

violations. Youth savagery rates in the United States have dropped to roughly 12% of pinnacle rates in 1993 as indicated by 

official US government insights, proposing that most adolescent culpable is non-violent. 

 

In any case, adolescent culpable can be thought to be regularizing pre-adult behavior. This is on account of most teenagers have a 

tendency to annoy by carrying out peaceful wrongdoings, just once or a couple of times, and just amid immaturity. Rehashed as 

well as rough culpable is probably going to prompt later and more vicious offenses. At the point when this happens, the guilty 

party frequently showed reserved conduct even before achieving adolescence. 

 

6. THE ISSUE OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
The issue of how adolescents ought to be rebuffed has gone to the fore particularly due to two cases that went to the spotlight; the 

2012 assault case in Delhi and the Shakti Mills assault case. Shockingly, in both the cases, one of the principles blamed was an 

adolescent. While the denounced grown-up guilty parties were given capital punishment, these adolescents escaped with only 

three years in a remand home. The inquiries that strike a chord is, is this discipline enough to amend an adolescent; what sort of 

discipline ought to be given to such at fault young people for ideal constructive outcomes in changing the criminal attributes and 

improving them?  

 

Numerous Indians are of the school of felt that these adolescents ought to likewise be managed an iron clench hand, and the most 

serious discipline conceivable, dispensed to them. They trust that the kid being referred to ought to be sent to imprison instantly 

through the court framework, bypassing the Juvenile Justice Board.  

 

A few, including the kid assurance activists, trust that the Government is surrendering to horde weight in making the law wherein 

adolescents over the age of 16 will be dealt with as grown-ups if accused of a genuine wrongdoing. They feel that the JJ Act 

depends on the guideline of reformative equity and not on retributive equity. The Government, as indicated by them, ought to 

depend on master assessment and not be influenced by the prevalent conclusion. As per Anant Kumar Asthana [1], "by 

recommending a change in the adolescent equity framework the Government has not done equity." He additionally includes that 

"the new adolescent law won't change an adolescent yet school him in wrongdoing. It is a genuine deviation from the arrangement 

of 'parens patriae' [2], a convention that trusts that the State is the parent of the country."  

 

7. CAUSES OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
“Juvenile crime is not a naturally born in the boy, but it is largely due to either to the spirit of adventure that is to him, to his own 

stupidity, or to his lack of discipline, according to the nature of the individual.”[3] 

                              - Robert Baden – Powell 

There can be various causes of juvenile delinquencies some of them are as follows: 

 Poverty 

 Drug- abuse 

 Anti-social peer group 

 Abusive parents 

 Single-parent child 

 Nuclear family 

 Family violence 

 Child sexual abuse 

 Role of media 

 

8. HISTORY OF JUVENILE LAWS IN INDIA 
Truth to be told the indigenous reasoning on Juvenile Justice has been staying informed concerning the worldwide patterns in this 

field. With the reception of the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the organization of the Juvenile Justice, India was the 

main nation to develop its framework in the light of the standards articulated in that. Obviously, alternate destinations were to Jay 

down a uniform legitimate structure for Juvenile Justice, to give towards a particular approach towards the aversion and control of 

adolescent wrongdoing, to speak out the hardware and framework for Juvenile Justice tasks, to build up standards and models for 

the organization of Juvenile Justice, to create fitting linkages and coordination between the formal framework and intentional 

offices and to constitute exceptional offenses in connection to adolescents and to endorse discipline thereof. 

 

Keeping in mind the end goal to understand this objective, the Act soaks up the fundamental components of all the due 

procedures, parents’ patriae and participatory models (Singh, H., 2001). The new law without a doubt puts a cumbersome 

obligation on the state to fittingly outfit the assets from different segments of financial improvement in guaranteeing the prosperity 

and welfare of adolescents and an opportunity to recuperate on the off chance that they happen to flounder. 

 

8.1 Adolescent Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000 [4]   

The JJ Act 1986 required that the prior framework worked around the execution of the then accessible Children's Acts be rebuilt. 

Nonetheless, because of the nonappearance of a national agreement on the time allotment for such a rebuilding, the means taken 

by the vast majority of the State Governments were still intensely shy of the announced objectives. So as to defend and 

institutionalize the approach towards adolescent equity with regards to the significant arrangements of the Constitution of India 

and International commitments in such manner, the Government of India (re)enacted the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

https://www.ijarnd.com/


Shukla Pragya; International Journal of Advance Research and Development 

© 2018, www.IJARND.com All Rights Reserved                                                                                               Page | 104 

the Children) Act, 2000. For this, a Working Group was set up (disappointments in the usage of the Juvenile Justice System are 

abridged in the writing survey, leak. 40-42).  

 

The Act with every one of the extra data sources has been authorized since April 1, 2001, to manage the youngsters inside its 

domain  

 

8.2 Adolescent Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2014  

Adolescent Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2014 intends to supplant existing the Indian adolescent misconduct law 

i.e. Adolescent Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000, with the goal that adolescent culprits in the age gathering of 

16– 18 can be attempted as grown-ups for genuine wrongdoings. It was passed on 7 May 2015 by the Lok Sabha collectively and 

it is presently pending in the Rajya Sabha. Adolescent Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2014 will permit a Juvenile 

Justice Board, which would incorporate therapists and sociologists, to choose whether an adolescent criminal in the age gathering 

of 16– 18 should attempt as a grown-up or not. The bill presented ideas from the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and 

Cooperation in Respect of Inter-Country Adoption, 1993 which were absent in the past demonstration. The bill additionally looks 

to influence the selection to the procedure of stranded, deserted and surrendered kids more streamlined.  

 

8.3 Adolescent Justice (care and Protection of Childen) Act, 2015 

The means to merge the laws identifying with youngsters charged and observed to be in strife with law and kids needing 

consideration and security by providing food and considering their fundamental needs through appropriate care& assurance , 

improvement, treatment , social-coordination , by receiving a kid benevolent approach in the settling and transfer of issues to the 

greatest advantage of kids. The demonstration additionally centers for the restoration of adolescent wrongdoers through different 

tyke mind houses and establishments. The most essential subjects of the Act are as per the following:-  

 

8.4 Claim of Juvenility  

The specific first and most far from being obviously true inquiry among the legitimate clique and communists is the "claim of 

adolescence". The claim of Juvenility is to be chosen by the Juvenile Justice Board. The Board needs to choose the case of 

adolescence under the watchful eye of the court procedures yet the case of immaturity can be raised under the watchful eye of the 

court at any phase of procedures and even after the transfer of the issue by the Board. The Board needed to consider Rule 12 of the 

Juvenile Justice Rules, 2007 to decide the case of adolescence. In the event of Kula Ibrahim v. Territory of Coimbatore [5], it was 

seen by the Court that charged has ideal to bring up the issue of immaturity any time of time amid preliminary or even after the 

transfer of the case under the Section 9 of Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. 

 

9. THE JUVENILE LAW IN INDIA 
Juvenile Justice is a legitimate structure which characterizes equity for adolescent under the Indian Legal System. The framework 

is giving an extraordinary treatment and assurance to adolescent wrongdoing. Juvenile Delinquency implies a wrongdoing 

submitted by youth who is younger than 18 years. At the show, everybody realizes that there is an expanding rate of adolescent 

wrongdoings and this expanding rate is making an easy to refute the issue of age assurance. Age assurance is considered as a 

standout amongst the most critical factor to decide the development level of the charged. The expanding wrongdoing rate is 

bringing up an issue that whether the adolescent can be attempted as a grown-up or not? The demonstration itself reply to the 

inquiry that no adolescent guilty party who goes under the meaning of " tyke with strife with law" as characterized under 

subsegment 13 of Section 2 of the Act will not be attempted as grown-up and will sent to Child Care Center or any Rehabilitation 

Center (till the wrongdoer achieve the age of 21 years and afterward he or she may move to the correctional facility or jail).  

 

In this way, the present Juvenile Law in India considers Age Determination as a vital significance to see if the wrongdoer falls 

under the domain of the Juvenile Justice Act.  

 

As indicated by the Act, the most extreme residency of discipline which can be given to the adolescent guilty parties is three years 

and this discipline is substantial for shocking wrongdoing moreover. If there should arise an occurrence of a grown-up guilty 

party, the most extreme discipline which can be allowed is 7 years or life detainment or capital punishment. However, the Act, if 

there should arise an occurrence of adolescent guilty parties accept on Reformation of adolescent however much as could be 

expected. The reconstruction kind of discipline under the Act incorporates: – Sending adolescent to Rehabilitation Centers, 

Juvenile Schools or influencing them to include in a different program headed by government or NGO's. In the present situation, 

there is no compelling reason to give such a minor sort of discipline for an appalling and brutal offense as a result of Age 

assurance or Age factor. Assault is Rape, one cannot walkway taking a request of age factor or mental insufficiency or mental 

unfitness.  

 

The present adolescent framework in India is made on trust that adolescent guilty parties can be transformed and restored, sending 

them to bars or detainment facilities will going to reaffirm their status and way of life as "hoodlums". Presently the inquiry 

emerges is that there is no certification that adolescent guilty parties will get transformed and won't demonstrate they're hostile to– 

social conduct once more. The demonstration is totaling concentrating on the renewal as opposed to punishment. Punishment will 

make an obstruction impact on the adolescent and expanding rate of wrongdoing by adolescent will back off. 

 

10. RECOMMENDATION / SUGGESTIONS 

 Spotlight on Positive Youth Development  

A developing viewpoint in adolescent equity is that of positive youth advancement, focusing on a young's "feeling of competency, 

convenience, having a place, and impact." Rather than the customary shortage based model of featuring a guilty party's blemishes 
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and bad behaviors, positive youth improvement emphasizes hopeful perspectives, clutching great qualities and qualities to 

empower a superior method for living.  

 

 Acknowledgment and Treatment of Mental Illness  

Ongoing discoveries feature the number of adolescent wrongdoers in private offices that are experiencing a psychological 

maladjustment. 66% of these adolescents radiated side effects of sorrow, uneasiness, and animosity. The quantity of people 

serving time with an extreme psychological instability is two to four times higher than the national rate among youth.  

 

45 percent of youth enter adolescent offices without an underlying psychological wellness screening, extraordinarily diminishing 

the desires for effective restoration. Numerous associations are perceiving the significance of emotional well-being screening and 

treatment for youth guilty parties. Backing associations, for example, the Mental Health/Juvenile Justice Action Network, keep on 

pushing for more prominent endeavors in psychological well-being care arrangement in adolescent equity programs. 

  

 Instructive Opportunities  

Just 45 percent of adolescent guilty parties inside the framework have no less than six hours per day of school, squandering 

profitable time that could be utilized as a part of bettering the wrongdoer for a transformed life outside of imprisonment. Scholarly 

advancement is basic for all young, and inside the previous two decades, in excess of 25 isolate claims were recorded against 

states, accusing of an absence of sufficient instruction arrangement to detained youth. Instruction gives strengthening and a higher 

possibility for progress upon discharge from the framework, and proceeded with activism and support is demonstrating its value in 

adolescent equity.  

 

A proceeded and developing spotlight on open doors for change and restoration in the adolescent equity framework has sought 

after reducing the number of wrongdoers. By focusing on positive youth advancement, perceiving and giving treatment to 

psychological maladjustment and offering adequate instructive openings, the adolescent equity framework can achieve a more 

prominent level of viability later on. 

 

11. CONCLUSION 
It is properly said that a tyke is the father of the man. Whatever characteristics are assimilated in a tyke, will remain with it till the 

end. With great characteristics, we have great future subjects and the other way around. Without a doubt, each reprobate youth is a 

casualty of the condition. No human is ever conceived terrible or off-base. So it is the obligation of each resident of India, as 

guardians, educators, relatives, companions, to manage the future age of India in the correct way. It is vital to expel the terrible 

from the individual and not the person.  

It's the ideal opportunity for a superior tomorrow. 

 

12. REFERENCES 
[1] A legal advisor in Delhi High Court. 

[2] Latin, Parent of the Country. 

[3] www.iaspaper.net. 

[4] Central Government Act. 

[5] AIR 2014 SC 2726 

https://www.ijarnd.com/

