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ABSTRACT

In recent years, PRC has become Africa’s biggest economic partner. ACross trade, investment, infrastructure, and aid, there is no
other country with such depth and breadth of engagement in Africa. China is a rising power and Africa is a continent that is still
developing. There is evidence of an unequal parity of force, botk financial and political, between the two areas in today’s worldwide
connection. It will ask questions about Chinese government’s diversions and strategies, and their suggestions towards the exchange
agreements with African states. This study will examine the researchers conducted by African, Western and Chinese scholars. Their
opinions will be considered objectively. From time to time, this study will compare the opinion of African, western and Chinese
researchers. This thesis will examine this association in comparison with Africa’s old colonial powers, and today enormous
exchange inclusion with China. This research aims to analyze the African’s view of China’s African policy. The main questions it
to answer; Is China best model for the development of Africa? And how do African see Chinese influence in Africa. This study
analyses political and socio-economic advantages and disadvantages of PRC’s Africa policy and relations between PRC and
African states. Nowadays, there are a lot of academic research about PRC’s African policy. Some of these studies have focused on
neo-colonialism. And some of them support PRC’s African policy. However, a few studies care about African voice. The motivation
of this thesis is to clarify African’s view about PRC’s African policy and this thesis tries to show African’s opinion about Chinese
policy and also, whether People’s Republic of China's African policies are neo-colonialism or not.
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1. INTRODUCTION

China’s expanding role in the world and also the emergence of Chinese internationalization has been carefully analyzed not only by
academics and business leaders but also by press professionals (Wang, 2010). China’s growing number of aid to Africa and its
political and economic engagement with different countries are attracting more attention and analysis. Especially, China- African
countries relation became more and more popular in recent years. Consequently, there is a large and growing literature from policy
organizations, academic researchers, and the press on the various aspects of Chinese aid, its policies for overseas countries, and its
economic engagement more extensively. However, these researches generally do not care about African's view and African's opinion
about China's African policy. This is the greatest deficiency of these studies.

The existence literature covered a given largish literature and multiple topics, but this literature review can only present an
illustrative selection of studies and very brief synthesis of some key points seen in the literature. The review focuses mainly on
African voice and African’s opinion about China’s African policy. These topics are central to the analysis of this master thesis.

This thesis will analyze two main views about African’s view on China's African aid, investment, and policy. On the one
hand, some African people, leader, and media believe that China's African investment, aid, and policy have negative effects while
on the other hand, some point out that China's African policy, investment, and aid have positive effects. Particularly in regard to the
impacts, Chinese activities have on the African economy (Chemingui and Bchir, 2010; Elu and Price, 2010; Wang, 2010).

Most of the African researchers have a more positive view of China since they studied the issues deeply and took a wide
range of evidence to support their conclusions than media articles. Therefore, the evidence and methods used to acquire that evidence

are more persuasive. However, some African researchers have a negative impact on China’s African policy.
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All peer-reviewed articles published on China’s presence in Africa, from 2000 to 2017, have been identified for content
analysis. FOCAC was established and China became a full member of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2001, coinciding
with its rapid move toward Africa. | collected all the publications related to Sino-African business cooperation through institutionally
accessible research databases at the time of publication, which was published between 2000 and 2017.

2. METHODS

In this study is used the mixed approach to Quantitative and Qualitative methods. In this study is used qualitative or case study
method. However, a number of data have been used to support qualitative method. For this reason, both methods are used in this
study. Study critical analysis and evaluation includes three steps. These three steps are;

First, this research tries to define the relevance of the resources and also the validity of the resources about PRC’s African policy
and PRC- African state relations.

Second, research analyzes African’s views about PRC’s African policy and according to this analysis, all resources are
categorized.

Third, as a result of these researches which are analysed and divided into categories, this thesis is tried to make own inference. In
addition to this analysis statistical analysis, related to Sino-African relations, were also used.

3. AFRICAN OPINION ABOUT CHINA’S AFRICAN POLICY

According to Afro barometer’s 2016 survey (2016), which is in 36 African states, USA is the most popular national development
model for the development of African states. The USA is cited by 30% of respondents as a best national development model. Second
popular model for national development model is PRC. PRC is cited by 24% of respondents. PRC took the lead in Central Africa
with 35%. Also, in Southern and Northern Africa, PRC matched the USA in popularity. PRC and USA were cited by 24% of
respondents as the best development model for Africa.

According to the survey (2016), PRC was the most popular national development model in Cameroon, Sudan, Mozambique,
Mali, Tanzania, and Zambia. PRC was cited by 48% of respondents as the best development model for Cameroon. Also, PRC was
cited by 36% of respondents as the best development model for Mozambique, Mali, and Sudan.

According to Afrobarometer’s survey (2016), PRC was mentioned by 23% of citizens as having great influence in their
countries. In this survey, a plurality of 28% of respondents mentioned former colonial power as most influential (Afrobarometer’s
survey, 2016). PRC ranked second with 23% of respondents.

PRC was most widely perceived as the most influential external power in Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Sudan, Zambia, South
Africa and Tanzania (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). Citizens of Zimbabwe perceived China as the most influential external power
with 55%. This rate in Mozambique was 52%. PRC was most widely seen as the most influential external power in Southern Africa
with 35%. According to the survey (2016), China was seen as a most influential power in Africa by more educated and wealthier
citizens.

Across 36 African states, 69% of citizens reported Chinese economic activities in their countries have “some influence”
or” a lot of influence” (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). 27% of respondents reported Chinese activities have “some influence” and
42% of citizens reported Chinese economic activities in their countries have “A lot of influence”. 90% of Mali citizens believe that
Chinese economic activities have “some” or “A lot of” influence in their country. This rate is 87% in Gabon and 81% in Cameroon
and Niger (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016).

According to the survey (2016), most of the Africans welcomed Chinese economic and political influence in their countries.
63% of African citizens evaluated Chinese economic and political influence as “somewhat positive” or “very positive”. Also, 22%
proportion evaluated Chinese influence as neither positive nor negative. 92% of Mali citizens evaluated Chinese economic and
political influence as “somewhat positive” or “very positive” and 84% of Niger citizens evaluated Chinese economic and political
influence as positive. Chinese economic and political influence is overwhelmingly seen as “somewhat positive” or “very positive”
in regions such as West Africa, Central Africa, and East Africa.

A majority of Africans think that Chinese economic development assistance does a “somewhat good” or “very good” job
of meeting African state’s development needs (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). 19% of citizens think that Chinese development
assistance does a “somewhat bad” or “very bad” job of meeting their country’s development needs. 16% of citizens think that
Chinese development assistance as neither good nor bad (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). 88% of Mali citizens think that Chinese
assistance does a good (somewhat or very good) job of meeting Mali’s development needs. This proportion is 81% in Cote d’ Ivoire,
77% in Nijer and 76% in Guinea and Gabon (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). 53% of Madagaskar citizens think that Chinese
assistance does a bad (somewhat or very bad) job of meeting Mali’s development needs.

© 2018, www.lJARND.com All Rights Reserved Page | 121



http://www.ijarnd.com/

Tulga Ahmet Yigitalp, International Journal of Advance Research and Development

According to Afrobarometer’s survey (2016), mostly economic factors shaped African’s impressions about China. Some
factors are really important for Africans. Thanks to these factors, China has a positive image in their country. These factors are
investments in infrastructure and other development projects, the low cost of Chinese products and Chinese business investments
(Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016).

On the other hand, some factors contributed to negative images of China in Africa. Most of the responses were primarily
economic. 35% of respondents think that the poor quality of Chinese products damage China’s image and 14% proportion think that
Chinese activities in Africa take jobs or business away from locals (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016). Chinese product quality was
the most frequently cited negative factor in 26 of the 36 African states (Afrobarometer’s survey, 2016).

According to WIN/ Gallup International’s 2017 survey (2017), 77% of Sub-Saharan Africans think that China plays an
important role for the economy of African states. 28% of Sub-Saharan Africans believe that China plays a very important role for
the economy of African states. However, 17% of Africans think that China does not play an important role for the economy of
African states (WIN/ Gallup International survey, 2017). 4% of Sub-Saharan Africans think that China plays a very unimportant
role for the economy of African states and 10% of Sub-Saharan Africans say that China plays a somewhat unimportant role for the
economy of Sub-Saharan African states.

According to same survey (2017), 68% of Sub-Saharan Africans think that role of PRC in the economy of Africa is good
for Sub-Saharan African states. However, 23% of Africans states that the role of PRC in the economy of Africa is bad for Sub-
Saharan African states (WIN/ Gallup International survey, 2017). 20% of respondents believe that Chinese role in the economy of
Sub-Saharan African countries is very good for their countries. Also, 48% of respondents state that Chinese role in the economy of
Sub-Saharan African countries is good for their countries. On the other hand, 6% of respondents believe that Chinese role in the
economy of Sub-Saharan African countries is very bad for Sub-Saharan African states.

4. POSITIVE RELATIONS EXAMPLE: PRC-SUDAN RELATIONS

Sudan is the first country in sub-Saharan Africa to recognize PRC in 1959. Sudan has been under U.S. sanctions since 1995 in part
due to the human rights violations and the country’s past ties to radical terrorists (Song, 2017). The same year Sudan president Al-
Bashir signed Sudan’s first oil deal with PRC (Song, 2017). In 1995, Al-Bashir invited CNPC (China National Petroleum
Corporation) to Sudan and after this time, CNPC started to participate the petroleum bidding and exploration of Sudan (Song, 2017).

When Al-Beshir came to power in Sudan, he decided to travel to PRC in 1995. During his China visit, Al-Beshir requested
to help with the development of oil resources (Moro, 2012). In 1996, after this request, Chinese, Malaysian and Indian companies
started to take over oil operations in Sudan and these companies together continued where US company’s Chevron left off (Moro,
2012). In June 1997, the Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company was established with the China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC) taking 40 percent ownership and Malaysia’s Petronas taking 30 percent. India’s ONGC Videsh acquired 25
percent. When these companies took over oil operation in Sudan, there was a conflict in Sudan. Because of conflict, competition in
Sudan was low. Three years later, Sudan started to export oil for the first time and for a long time Sudan and PRC reaped benefit
from this oil trade (Moro, 2012).

PRC and Sudan have closely linked each other thanks to oil. Also, PRC-Sudan relations has developed quickly since the
1990s. Nowadays, PRC is the largest investor in Sudan and also, PRC is a top trading partner in Sudan. According to Bank of Sudan
statistics, China accounted for 76% of Sudan’s exports and 22% of imports from 2005 to 2009 (Daniel and Luke, 2011). As
mentioned before, the oil cooperation is the core of the relationship between China and Sudan.

PRC uses its veto right to protect Al-Bashir’s regime in UN Security Council from UN sanctions. PRC also
supplies arms to Sudan (Song, 2017). However, PRC falsely accused of being a major source of armaments for Sudan. According
to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute’s arms transfer database (2016), arms from Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine
made up the majority — 77 percent — of imports into the Sudanese arsenal from 2007-2016. China was responsible for a modest
19 percent of all military exports to Sudan over the same period (Song, 2017).

5. NEGATIVE RELATIONS EXAMPLE: PRC-ZAMBIA RELATIONS
Zambia started to recognize PRC in 1964. Zambia recognized PRC just 5 days after gaining independence from Britain (Leslie,
2016). Zambia is the first the southern African country first extended diplomatic recognition to PRC (Kuo, 2017).

Actually, Zambia is one of the oldest PRC’s partners in Africa. However, nowadays Zambia is often mentioned as a good
example of what can go wrong with Chinese investment in Africa (Kuo, 2017). Chinese mining enterprises started to enter Zambia’s
mining market/sector over the last decade and a half (Kuo, 2017). Recently, labor disputes between Zambian workers and their
Chinese employers become more and more common (Kuo, 2017).
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A few remarkable examples of labor disputes in Zambia attracted global attention. In 2005, 52 Zambian workers died at an
explosives factory (Malambo, 2015). In 2010, Chinese managers shoot and wounded 11 Zambian mining workers and Zambian
police arrested two Chinese managers after they opened fire on protesting Zambian workers (Malambo, 2015). Zambian mining
workers frequent protest of low wages and poor working conditions in Chinese companies (Mvula, 2017). In 2012, in the same
mine, Zambian mining workers killed a Chinese supervisor and also they seriously wounded another Chinese supervisor (Reuters,
2012).

Recently, labor disputes and anti-Chinese ideology becomes more and more popular in Zambia. Also, it becomes a part of
the national discourse in Zambia (Kuo, 2017). Michael Sata, Zambia’s former president, won the election in 2011 in part by
campaigning on anti-Chinese sentiment (Malambo, 2015). According to Frazer and Lungu (2007), out of 2100 Zambian workers
only 52 Zambian workers were permanent employees. The rest of them have neither medical nor pension benefits (Frazer and Lungu,
2007).

On the other hand, in 2015, China become Zambia’s largest foreign investor, and in 2016, PRC’s ambassador in Zambia
declared Zambia one of PRC’s main partner. Also, Zambia and PRC’s economic and political relationship has grown well (Malambo,
2017). However, at the same time Zambia is the scene of several workers’ protests against poor working conditions and accidents,
some fatal, in Chinese-owned companies (Malambo, 2017).

6. CONCLUSION

According to Kuo (2017), China is not a “colonialist” country, but World Trade Organization that set the playing field for Africa as
an attractive opportunity market for PRC. In African state’s price-sensitive marketplace, telecommunications, infrastructure become
very reliant upon PRC, which is competitively priced, durable and enjoys strong back-up service compared to its Western
competitors. Also, PRC’s construction companies could overcome difficulties and they could deliver roads and bridges in African
states on budgets that cannot be matched by Western or even local companies.

Actually, as some of the researchers have defined that Chinese investments are not just concentrated in African natural
resources. Services are the most common sector, with significant investments in manufacturing as well. This suggests that now
China more helps African states to build up their competitiveness.

Also, according to several surveys, from Africa’s perspective, Chinese investment, especially in basic infrastructure, is
more than welcome. Because African think that this investment plays an important role for the development of African states.
However, PRC’s arrival could also bring challenges for some of the African states. Especially, ‘Made in China’ products over the
past two decades have had a devastating effect on local manufacturing in Most of the African states. For example, textiles from
China decimated the once thriving textile industry in South Africa. Another example is Nigeria. In Nigeria, invasion of Chinese
low-priced textile goods caused 80% of Nigerian companies in this industry to close.

This study tries to explain current African’s opinion about China’s African policy and also, the current situation of China’s
presence in African states. This research tries to be more objective and less ideological about African’s opinion and China’s African
policy. At the end, this research will analyze whether the relationship between China and African states is beneficial for both sides
or not. This study analyzes Sino-African relations on a macro and micro economic level. Finally, this research tries to engage in
researching the mutual trust and alliances between PRC and African states.

7. BIBLIOGRAPHY
1. Afrobarometer’s. 2016.” China’s growing presence in Africa wins largely positive popular reviews” Afrobarometer
Round 6.
Africa Research Institute. 2012.” Between extremes China and Africa” Briefing Note 1202.
Dollar, Davis. 2015. “ China’s direct investment in Africa: Reality versus myth” Brooking University Journal
Kuo, Steven. 2015.” China’s investment in Africa- The African perspective” Forbes Journal.
Espasito, Mark. 2015.” China’s growing footprint in Africa is potentially damaging” Forbes Journal.
Moro, Leben.2012.” China, Sudan and South Sudan relations” Global Review Journal: 23-27.
Song, Parker. 2017. “Sudan: China’s foothold in Africa” The Diplomat. 14.06.2017
Hui, Liu.2015. “Sino-Sudan relations: Mutually beneficial or Neo-Colonialism” Academic Journal. Vol. 9(10), pp. 372-
378
9. Samy, Yiagadeesen. 2010. "China's Aid Policies in Africa: Opportunities and
10. Challenges." The Round Table 99 (406): 75-90.
11. Power, Marcus, and Ana Cristina Alves. 2012. China & Angola: A Marriage of
12. Convenience? Cape Town: Pambazuka Press.

N GR WD

© 2018, www.lJARND.com All Rights Reserved Page | 123



http://www.ijarnd.com/

13.

14,

15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

34.
35.

36.
37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,
43.

Tulga Ahmet Yigitalp, International Journal of Advance Research and Development

Power, Marcus. 2011. "Angola 2025: The Future of the "World's Richest Poor Country" as Seen through a Chinese Rear-
View Mirror." Antipode 3.

Sachs, Jeffrey, and George B.N. Ayittey. 2012. "Can Foreign Aid Reduce Poverty?" In Controversies in Globalization:
Contending Approaches to International Relations, 2nd Edition, by Peter M. Haas and John A. Hird, 68-98. Washington,
D.C.: CQ Press.

Okeowo, Alexis. 2013. "China, Zambia, and a Clash in a Coal Mine." The New Yorker, October 9.

Ofodile, Uche Ewelukwa. 2008. ""Trade, Empires, and Subjects--China-Africa Trade: A New Fair Trade Arrangement,
or the Third Scramble for Africa?"." Vanderbilt Journal of Transnational Law 41: 505-583.

Moyo, Dambisa. 2010. Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better

A way for Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux.

Mohan, Giles. 2013. "Beyond the Enclave: Towards a Critical Political Economy of

China and Africa." Development and Changes 44 (6): 1255-1272.

Mohan, Giles. 2013. "The Chinese Just Come and Do It: China in Africa and the

Prospects for Development Planning." International Development Planning

Review 35 (3).

Mohan, Giles, and Ben Lampert. 2012. "Negotiating China: Reinserting African Agency into China-Africa Relations."
African Affairs 112 (446): 92-110.

Large, Daniel. 2008. "Beyond 'Dragon in the Bush': The Study of China-Africa

Relations.” African Affairs 107 (426): 45-61.

Edwards, Sebastian. 2015. "Economic Development and the Effectiveness of Foreign

Aid: A Hisorical Perspective." Kyklos 68 (3): 277-316.

Brautigam, Deborah. 2011. "Chinese Development Aid in Africa: What, Where, Why, and How Much?" In Rising
China: Global Challenges and Opportunities, by Jane

Golley and Ligang Song, 203-223. Canberra: Australia National University Press.

Brautigam, Deborah. 2009. The Dragon's Gift: The Real Story of China in Africa. New York: Oxford University Press.
Banerjee, Abhijit, and Esther Duflo. 2012. Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty.
New York: Public Affairs.

Ayodele, Thompson, and Olusegun Sotola. 2014. China in Africa: An Evaluation of Chinese Investment. Working Paper,
Lagos: Initiative for Public Policy Analysis.

Alden, Chris. 2012. ""China and Africa: A Distant Mirror of Latin America"." Colombia Internacional 75: 21-47.
Alden, Chris, and Ana Cristina Alves. 2009. China and Africa’s Natural Resources: The Challenges and Implications for
Development and Governance. Paper, Johannesburg: South African Institute of International Affairs.

Sun, Irene Yuan and Kassiri Omid. 2017. Dance of the lions and dragons. McKinsey & Company Press.

Lekorwe, Mogopodi, Mina Okuru and Romaric Somson. 2016. China’s growing presence in Africa wins largely positive
popular reviews. Afro Barometer Press. Dispatch No. 122 | 24 October 2016

Junbo, J. Frasheri, D. (2014) ‘Neo-colonialism or De-colonialism? China’s economic engagement in Africa and the
implications for world order’, Africa Journal of Political Science and International Relations, pp.1-17
<http://www.academicjournals.org/journal/AJPSIR/article-full-textpdf/ 32E051147336>

Corking, L. Burke, C. Davies, M. 2008. China’s Role in the Development of Africa’s Infrastructure’, Published by
African Studies Program.

Gutman, J. Sy, A. Chattopadhyah, S. 2015. ‘Financing African Infrastructure — Can the World deliver?’, Global
Economy and Development at Brookings Institution, pp.1-52.

Brautigam, D .2011. ‘African Shenzhen: Chine’s special economic zones in Africa’, Journal of Modern African Studies,
49, pp. 27-54. Cambridge University Press.
http://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/upload/Brautigam_Tang_JMAS-2011.pdf

Modi, R. 2011. South-South Cooperation — Africa on the Centre Stage, Palgrave MacMillan

© 2018, www.lJARND.com All Rights Reserved Page | 124



http://www.ijarnd.com/
http://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/upload/Brautigam_Tang_JMAS-2011.pdf

